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EPHRAIM McMILLAN AND 
MARY DAY McMILLAN 


In the year 1848, a son was born to Janct 
Davis and Daniel McMillan in Liverpool, 
England. His name was Ephraim McMillan. 

In his youth he learned the trade of print- 
ing and at the age of nine he could operate 
a large printing press by himself. He was 
an apprentice under George Q. Cannon, who 
then was manager of the Millennial Star, a 
paper published in Liverpool, England, by 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints. He later graduated in printing in Salt 
Lake City. 


The staff of the Wasatch Wave, pictured here in 1889, included: Front row, left to 
right, George Barzee, Pearl Buys and William Buys. Back row, Ephraim McMillan, 
Daniel McMillan, Joseph A. Murdoch, Lucinda Buys and George A. Fisher. The news- 
paper has been published continually since 1889. 


PUBLISHING 


Underlying the growth of nearly all Heber business firms has been 
the support of the community newspaper, the Wasatch Wave. Someone 
once said that the formula for business success was “Early to bed, early 
to rise, work like the devil and advertise.” The opportunity for merchants 
to advertise their goods or services came in the pages of the newspaper, 
and certainly helped in no small way to expand community business. 

The newspaper was first published in 1889 in the north room of 
the Court House. William H. Buys, the owner, editor and manager 
of the paper, worked feverishly to bring the first issue into being. The 
hand-set, Cheltenham light-face type had arrived late from Salt Lake 
City and Mr. Buys burned a lot of midnight oil to get the type set 
and the issue ready for the March 23, 1889 publication date. 

The biggest news in the four-page first issue, of course, was the 
birth of the paper, which Mr. Buys said was "but a tiny ripple on the 
great ocean of journalism.” It may һауе seemed “tiny” then, but the 
newspaper has grown in size and in service until it is considered one of 
the state’s best weekly newspapers today. 
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e family of Daniel McMillan were con- 
verts to the LDS Church, and Ephraim was 
ordained a Deacon by Elder George Q. 
Cannon. At the age of 18 he came to Amer- 
іса on a ship called “John Brigat.” Не 
worked his way over as a sailor and became 
a lover of water and an expert swimmer. 
The voyage took seven months, because of 


ng 


trade winds. . 
They traveled by train and sailed across 
Missouri River. Leaving Nebraska, he 


drove yolk of oxen, trailing another 
wagon behind. The oxen were not tame 
and had to be tied to get their yokes on. 
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She joined the LDS Church in England at 
the age of 16 and came to Uta 
her relatives behind. They 
come later when they 
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with 


and 
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1, leaving all 
had planned to 
could finance the trip 
. She sailed оп the “Mayflower” 
missionaries returning home. They 
crossed the plains with ox te ms, arriving 
in Salt Lake City without friends or rela- 
tives. A Mrs. Newman took her to work in 
her home and nurse her four children. She 
lived with Mrs. Stenhouse until she 
married Ephraim McMillan. 


JOSEPH А. MURDOCH HEBER BIOGRAPHIES 
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eyes and black hair. S} 
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y. they died w п five weeks of 
each other, being buried in Heber City 
Cemetery. 

Children: Lecia, Dona, Murray, Orpha 
May. Martha Blanch, Joseph Harold, Vida, 


respe 


until about the fourth-grade— 


other was widowed early and Martha 


—Sorn-on-March TT, 1870, in Heben 19 John 


began wor at an early age to help 
support the family. In her youth she was a 
good horse rider and dancer. She remained 
a beautiful woman all her life, and had long, 
black hair, with very little gray in it at 
ne time of her death. Joseph A. was 
A. Murdoch with biue eyes, not too large in stature. 

5 ie Murdoch, early attended all the schools in Heber at 
residents of Heber, Utah. Joseph А time—and_on_May—24891-—in-the Lo. 
Temple, he and Martha were married. 
eele Murdoch, the thir- couple lived in Heber and became the par- 
1. Martha was born to Alexan- ents of twelve children. 

Their home was busy with so many chil- 
dren, but alw open to friends for visits 
and practices. Martha was a good cook 

| ind housekeeper and spent most of her time 
in the home. The children were taught right 
from wrong and the standards of the LDS 
Church. Joseph A. became very active in 
the community. He worked for the Wa- 
satch Wave, publishers, as a typesetter. He 
was called on a short-term mission for the 
Church to Salt Lake as a Temple Square 
guide from 1904 to 1905. He also studied 
ic at the Evan Stephens School of М 
He attended the University of Des- 
et and Brigham Young Academy, as we 
as the Wasatch Stake Academy in Heber. 
A Mr. Murdoch became a music teacher 
ga Heber Valley. traveling from school to 
р school by horse апа buggy. Many stu- 
1c dents were taught music by note for the 
i first time. He started a successful stake choir 
in 1900, as well as leading the old Second 
Ward choir. He played the baritone horn 
in the Heber brass band. From 1906 to 1916, 
Joseph A. was the Heber City recorder. He 
was an excellent penman and took much 
pride in his writing. 

In 1920, after having suffered through 
the flu epidemic, which took their oldest 
daughter Lecia's life. they moved to Vine- 
yard, Utah, to a farm. This home was one 
mile south of the big Geneva Steel i lant. 
Here they reared most of their younger chil- 
dren. They were active in both the Church 
and community. This couple were mild 
kind people, and at the age of 72 and 73, 
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